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Congressional Bank Classic Sends Coaches to School

Washington, DC. December 5, 2008 – The Congressional Bank Classic is capping off a successful inaugural year with an investment back into youth baseball in the District of Columbia. This Friday and Saturday, the Congressional Bank Classic is sponsoring 18 local youth, middle school and high school baseball coaches to attend the 2008 Mid-Atlantic Coaches Clinic. “Giving back to the community is one of the main goals of the Classic, and is right in line with our mission as a business. We are thrilled to see the positive impact this event is having on coaches and players alike,” explains John Lane, President & CEO of Congressional Bank.

The attending coaches represent schools and three youth programs in the city including Satchel Paige Little League, the Woodbridge Warriors, and Northwest Little League. Middle and high school coaches are attending from Anacostia High School, McKinley Tech High School, School Without Walls, Spingarn High School, Woodrow Wilson High School and Hardy Middle School. They will be participating in the clinic with outstanding instructors who have worked in successful organizations at the professional, amateur and college level such as The New York Yankees, Toronto Blue Jays, Mississippi State University, University of Florida and the USA Junior Olympics.  Henry Champ, Chair of The DC High School Baseball Classic, Inc. explains, “It is our hope that, by giving coaches access to knowledge and proven instructional techniques, we will create a ripple effect out into the baseball community and impact a greater number of kids. It is wonderful to see wide participation of coaches from across the city, all of whom are committed to their programs and development of young players.”

The Congressional Bank Classic is presented by the DC Sports and Entertainment Commission in partnership with The DC High School Baseball Classic, Inc. In 2008, the inaugural event was held on May 31 at the Nationals’ Ballpark. Mayor Adrian Fenty applauds the efforts of the DC Sports & Entertainment Commission and the their partnership with The DC High School Baseball Classic, Inc. “The Congressional Bank Classic is a great event, and now we see the positive results these types of initiatives can produce in our community. I commend the DCSEC and the community organizers for all of their efforts,” says Fenty.
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About the Congressional Bank Classic

The Congressional Bank Classic is presented by Congressional Bank and the DC Sports and Entertainment Commission in partnership with The DC High School Baseball Classic, Inc. In 2008, the inaugural event was held on May 31 at the Nationals Ballpark. The games featured a private school semi-final, a public school semi-final, a city-wide all-star game and a championship game. The all-star game and championship games were broadcast on Comcast Sportsnet. In addition to Congressional Bank, other sponsors included:  Nike, Modell’s Sporting Goods, The Washington Post, Truland Electric Company, Georgetown University Hospital, and Fannie Mae.

About The DC High School Baseball Classic, Inc. 

The Congressional Bank Classic is organized by The DC High School Baseball Classic, Inc. (a DC not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation). Our mission is to use baseball as a platform to promote exemplary achievement of student athletes by developing skills learned as part of an outstanding baseball program: leadership, teamwork, and mentorship; to generate resources to support DC based youth baseball programs; to highlight the recent successes of the DC Public School system, its teachers and students. Donations are welcome and can be made to The DC High School Baseball Classic, Inc. 5525 Hawthorne Place, NW, Washington, DC 20016.

About the Mid Atlantic Baseball Clinic 

The Mid-Atlantic Baseball Clinic is presented by the Gaithersburg Sports Association, Inc. The clinic, in its 15th year, uses nationally known clinicians who share proven instructional techniques from successful high school and college programs from around the country.  In 2008, the clinic will be held on Dec. 5-6 at the University of Maryland Shady Grove Center in Rockville, Maryland.
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